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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mandel et al. 
(US patent 5,308,058) in view of Wada (US patent 6421,582). 

Regarding claim 1, Mandel discloses an image recording apparatus, comprising: 

designation means for designating attached information (column 15, lines 15-28); 

discrimination means for discriminating whether or not there is a paper output port 
corresponding to the attached information read from storage means for storing image data and 
attached information about the image data (Fig. 6); and 

determination means for determining a paper output port as a selected paper output port if 
said discrimination means discriminates that there is a corresponding paper output port, and 
determining an available paper output port as a selected paper output port if said discrimination 
means discriminates that there is not a corresponding paper output port (Fig. 6, 7 and 8). 

Mandel does not disclose explicitly that image data is read from the memory, even 
though one could easily contemplate such arrangement, Wada discloses reading the image from 
memory devices such as smart media, compact flash, optical disk and floppy disk (column 5, 
lines 35-44). 
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Mandel and Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor that 
is printing images and outputting to muUiple bins. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art to 
keep the images on a memory card. 

The motivation to do so would have been to keep the image data portable and ready to 
print with select printer. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Mandel and Wada to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Mandel discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, fiirther 
comprising means for outputting paper on which image is recorded based on the image data read 
from said storage means to the paper output port detemiined by said determination means 
(column 15, lines 15-27). 

Regarding claim 3, Mandel discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
attached information contains any of an owner, a date, a title, a destination user, and a directory 
(column 5, lines 38-46). 



Regarding claim 4, Mandel discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, fiirther 
comprising display means for displaying a name of each paper output port (column 5, lines 38- 
46). 
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Regarding claim 5, Wada discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
attached information and image data are stored in said storage means by a digital camera 
(column 1, lines 19-22). 

Regarding claim 6, 1 1 and 16 arguments analogous to those presented for claim 1, are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 7, 12 and 17, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 2, are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 8, 13 and 18, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 9, 14 and 19, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 10, 15 and 20, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, are 
appHcable. 

Other Prior Art Cited 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Sugaya (US patent 6,714,313) discloses virtual ejection ports on a printer. 

D' Alessandro et al. (US patent 6,600,570) discloses a printer with multiple output bins. 



examiner should be directed to (fraj) Alan Rahimi whose telephone number is 703-306-3473. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 703-305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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